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He Dwel l s  Among Us  •  Ju ly 2017

FROM THE 
BISHOP

BISHOP 
RICHARD F. 

STIKA,

third bishop 
of Knoxville, 

Tenn.

In our modern age, a cathedral church 
can be designed and built in a relatively 
short number of years. But, like many of 
the world’s great churches in history, work 
continues for many decades beyond its 
dedication. Such will be the case after 
our new cathedral’s dedication on   
March 3, 2018.

When then-Archbishop Justin 
Rigali came to the Archdiocese of St. 
Louis in 1994 to be installed as its 
eighth archbishop, he and I toured its 
magnificent cathedral basilica. While 
groundbreaking for this house of God 
took place in 1907, the detailed interior 
work and the installation of its beautiful 
mosaics weren’t completed until 1988. 
The mosaics themselves consist of more 
than 41.5 million tiny glass tiles and more 
than 7,000 rich colors — the world’s 
largest mosaic collection.

How much more beautifully adorned 
than a cathedral should each of us be as a 
temple of God! Are we diligent or careless 
laborers of God’s temple? What adorns the 
interior of our heart’s temple?

Venerable Archbishop Fulton Sheen 
once observed that, “Of all the gifts 
God gives to man, the one He receives 
back the least is beauty,” for holiness 
is a beauty that exceeds even the most 
beautiful cathedral in the world. Holiness 
is the beauty and life of God Himself that 
should radiate in our hearts and in all we 
do. No matter our walk in life, each of us 
is called to grow in holiness — to allow 

God’s grace, His action, His holiness, 
to reign in us — so as to be crafted and 
fashioned more and more into what He is: 
love and beauty. Holiness is what builds 
up the body of Christ, the Church.

Here I find myself thinking of a master 
craftsman whom God Himself entrusted 
with a building project even greater 
than the Temple of Jerusalem that King 
Solomon built. I am referring to St. 
Joseph, a simple carpenter who built a 
humble home of timber and stone 
for Jesus and Mary in Nazareth. 
But it was the home that he first 
allowed to be built up within his 
heart, in cooperation with God’s 
will and good design, that was the 
most magnificent temple for God’s 
two most precious gifts to us. So, 
too, should it be with each of us.

Like our churches, we should 
have an interior crucifix from 
contemplating Christ’s passion 
and death for the love of us, and that 
moves us to say to Jesus, “How much my 
sins cost you, my Lord.” This crucifix 
should increase our desire to draw closer 
to the pierced heart of Jesus so as to 
drink frequently from the font of His love 
and mercy; the greater the image of this 
crucifix within us, the greater our desire 
to be crucified with Christ.

Is our heart lined, like the walls of 
our churches, with the Stations of the 
Cross that help us to journey with Christ, 
particularly in our sufferings, and that 

THE CATHEDRAL OF OUR HEART
Holiness is a beauty that exceeds even 
the most beautiful cathedral in the world

“Y ou are God’s field, God’s building. ... Each one must be careful how 

he builds upon it” (1 Corinthians 9:9, 10). As I watch the many construction 

workers laboring daily to give greater form and sacred detail to our new 

cathedral, these words of St. Paul come to mind. For each of us in our baptism 

is a temple of God. And just as our cathedral is being built up more and more 

each day into a beautiful house of God, so, too, must we strive, in our God-

given dignity as an image of God, to be built up and adorned, in ever greater 

fashion, into His likeness.

move us to be Veronicas and Simons of 
Cyrene in helping others in their struggles 
and with their crosses in life?

Is there an ambo where the word of God 
and the holy name of Jesus echoes within 
our cathedral heart, where we sing psalms 
to the Lord and intercede for the needs of 
the Church, of the poor and suffering in 
our community and in the world?

Is there an altar within our heart’s 
sanctuary where we make the offering of 
our very self with Christ, particularly in 
the holy sacrifice of the Mass? Do we join 
our sufferings to those of Christ for the 
love of others?

Do we seek the help of the saints, whose 
statues within our churches remind us that 
they are our special helpers in life? Most 
especially, do we seek the help of Mary, 
the Mother of God, and St. Joseph to help 
make a better home of our hearts for Jesus?

Is our cathedral heart adorned with the 
mosaics of the mysteries of our faith that 
help bring us closer to the experience of 
Christ in our lives? Do we desire to gild 
the tabernacle of our heart with our daily 
prayers, thanksgiving, and praise of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ?

Is our heart a place of sacred silence, 
as it should be within our churches, 

where God speaks to us in the 
peace only He can give? Or is 
our heart filled with the noise of 
our worldly distractions? Is there 
sacred music that resonates our 
praise and thanksgiving of God, 
or is our temple filled with the 
songs of the world?

Is there a confessional in our 
heart where we make a daily 
examination of conscience that 
helps us to regularly seek the 

healing grace of sacramental confession? 
For if we do not feel the need to 
acknowledge and confess our sins, then we 
have no need of a Savior and Redeemer.

As you endeavor to cooperate with 
God’s good design for you as a beautiful 
cathedral where heaven and earth meet, 
know of my fervent prayers for all of 
you. May you seek the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, icon of the Church, 
and of St. Joseph, who helps us as a 
spiritual carpenter to become a more 
beautiful house of God. 
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PRAYING FOR
PERSPECTIVE

GEORGE 
VALADIE

president 
of Notre 

Dame High 
School in 

Chattanooga

Also roaming around in my thoughts was a recent 
dinner we had with friends. While sipping wine, 
gorging on dessert, and prompted by our mention of 
the upcoming ordination we’d be attending, one of the 
ladies shared with us details of a conversation she had 
with a priest friend of hers.

She apparently tossed out the topic we’ve all 
considered. While we’re always excited anytime there’s 
a new addition to any diocese, it can’t help but cause us 
to lament the sadness and the size of the priest shortage 
we experience around the world.

She told us she had suggested to this man of the 
cloth that the priestly deficit might be a lot less stressful 
if the Church would ordain married men as well.

Officially, they have a name, known as the “viri 
probati,” translated as “proven married men,” with a 
sense of deeply felt fidelity to the Catholic Church.

Whatever your side on all this, I know it’s a difficult 
subject, having been debated by theologians and 
Sunday-goers, priests and religious, not to mention 
popes, cardinals, and bishops, with fiercely held 
opinions on both sides.

We should respect what our faith teaches about the 
issue. But who doesn’t just want to solve the problem?

Our friend said she knew — and we all know — it 
would be a difficult decision and transition, but she 
had thrown it out there anyway.

And now, her conversation had become our 
conversation. The theology of marriage and holy orders 
aside, we began to enumerate the obvious practical 
implications that would result.

Because not only would the Church be accepting 
these men, they would, of course, be accepting their 

A priestly notion that’s 
‘not ready for prime time’
IDEA OF ORDAINING MARRIED PRIESTS 
LEADS TO UNEXPECTED DISCUSSION

Y ou can’t have two nicer weekends than we’ve had.

The first was spent in Little Rock with all three of our 

daughters and their families. There was swimming, a cookout, 

and a lot of grandpa goofiness on the trampoline.

A Saturday later came our trip to the Cathedral of the Most 

Sacred Heart of Jesus to celebrate the recent ordination of 

another much-needed priest for our diocese. No swimming, no 

cookout, no trampoline — but enjoyable all the same.

Both intermingled in my mind as I sat there in the pew 

pondering the two ministries of what “fatherhood” can mean.

families as well.
While it’s the man who gets ordained, I’m guessing 

the practicality is that his family would also have to be 
viri probati ... “proven” with an unshaken “fidelity.”

And that’s when our guest floored me.
She said she told her priest that she believed we — 

the Valadies — had the kind of family that would be the 
perfect fit for the priesthood, if it were ever allowed.

While appreciating the compliment, we couldn’t help 
but laugh out loud. She no doubt thinks we’re what 
we’re not.

If anything, I can’t imagine a single family more “not-
ready-for-prime time” than ours.

While observing this 2,000-year tradition unfold, I 
couldn’t help but envision all the corners of our family’s 
life that would no doubt publicly unfold in front of 
some parish congregation somewhere.

We’re crazy and we’re in debt.
We eat out too much; we sacrifice too little.
We’ve bought stuff we didn’t need and haven’t given 

nearly enough to the Church.
We’ve missed Mass when we were traveling and  

on occasion when we didn’t even have that good of  
an excuse.

We let the girls stay out too late — with boys.
We don’t exercise all that much, not to mention that 

some of the foods we eat and some of the shows we 
watch might not be all that healthy.

We can’t seem to agree on much of anything — the 
temperature in the house, who does the dishes, which 
is the favorite child.

We’ve bought Mother’s Day gifts on Mother’s Day, 
even wrapped them with birthday paper. And on one 
such holiday, one of the girls gave Nancy a “get well” 
card because she liked it better than any of the ones 
Hallmark designated for moms.

If we do have our stuff together — we probably didn’t 
mean to put it there.

We argue, we fight, we love, we laugh.
We’re normal.
Then I had to smile as Bishop Stika reminded us 

that the Lord had chosen tax collectors and fishermen, 
regular people, to jump-start the mission the Lord had 
come to begin.

I’m one who takes great peace in knowing my leaders 
are kind of like me, that our faith is made up of people 
who fail but try to get better; leaders who challenge me 
to be the better me that’s inside. My leaders are the ones 
who acknowledge that they, too, look for better versions 
of themselves.

Personally, I’ve long hoped that the Church might 
have a change of heart.

But if it does, I doubt it will have our gang.
Dear God — You’re still calling, but fewer of us are 

hearing. Please don’t hang up. Amen. 
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Funeral Mass 
celebrated for 
Bishop Choby
BY ANDY TELLI

 Bishop David R. Choby was 
a true shepherd to the people 
of the Diocese of Nashville, 
recalled his fellow bishop, 
friend, and former student, 
Archbishop Alexander K. 
Sample of Portland, Ore.

He was “the kind of 
shepherd I would like to be,” 
said the archbishop, who was 
the homilist at the funeral 
Mass for Bishop Choby, who 
died June 3 at age 70 of 
complications after a fall at his 
home in February.

The bishop’s funeral, June 10, 
drew a crowd of nearly 2,000 
people to Sagrado Corazon 
Church at the diocese's 
Catholic Pastoral Center.

The responsorial psalm for 
the Mass from Psalm 110 was 
“You are a priest forever, in the 
line of Melchizedek.” The line 
summarizes Bishop Choby's 
life, Archbishop Sample said, 
“He was above all a priest ... a 
sacramental presence of Christ 
among us.”

When both were at the 
Pontifical College Josephinum 
in Columbus, Ohio — Bishop 
Choby as a faculty member 
and Archbishop Sample as a 
seminarian — Bishop Choby 
was the future archbishop's 
spiritual director and later his 
canon law professor.

Archbishop Sample 
asked then-Father Choby to 
preach at his first Mass, and 
their friendship continued 
throughout their lives as 
priests, including when they 
were installed as bishops of 
their home dioceses within 

local news

weeks of each other in 2006.
Bishop Choby, who planned 

his own funeral, had asked 
Archbishop Sample to preach 
the homily a while ago. He said, 
“I’ve been dreading this day. 
It’s the hardest homily I've ever 
had to give.”

“Bishop Choby was a very 
patient and a very, very kind 
man,” Archbishop Sample 
said. “There was no pretense 
about him. He was so kind. 
His kindness and care and 
patience would come through 
so beautifully. His ministry as 
a bishop and priest was so 
personal. ... He always had time 
for you ... even when he didn't. 
He would make time.”

Archbishop Sample often 
talked to Bishop Choby 
and said, “He loved being 
the bishop of Nashville. He 
absolutely loved it. He loved all 
of you. He was so proud of you. 
He was so proud of this local 
church of Nashville.

“He was at heart a pastor. 
This was somebody who loved 
and cared for people with the 
love of Jesus,” said Archbishop 
Sample of Bishop Choby. “He 
had a way to bring the peace 
and calm presence of Jesus 
Christ to every situation.”

Bishop Choby “was   
a man filled with the joy  
of the Gospel,” Archbishop 
Sample said.

In recent years, it was hard 
to watch Bishop Choby's health 
decline before his fall at home, 
which left him confined to a 
bed for the last four months 
of his life, Archbishop Sample 
said. “But he kept soldiering 
on. … Why? Because he loved 
what he was doing. He loved 
being your bishop.”

Archbishop Sample was one 
of 12 archbishops and bishops 
who concelebrated the funeral 
Mass, including Cardinal Justin 

Rigali, archbishop emeritus of 
Philadelphia, who resides in 
the Diocese of Knoxville, and 
Bishop Richard F. Stika of the 
Diocese of Knoxville. Some 90 
priests also concelebrated.

“Bishop Choby has carried 
a heavy cross these last years 
with his health in decline, but 
he did so with a sense of hope 
and trust in Jesus. His death 
on the eve of Pentecost is 
sad for us, but life for Bishop 
Choby hasn’t ended, it has only 
changed. I believe now that he 
will be at peace in the presence 
of Jesus,” Bishop Stika said.

“I have lost a friend and a 
brother bishop. I spoke with 
Bishop Choby just days before 
his death and found it to be 
an enjoyable conversation 
about his hopes for the future. 
I finished our conversation 
telling him that I consider him a 
dear friend and that I love him 
very much. He expressed the 
same love for me and said he 
was grateful for our friendship 
and our many visits. To all 
my friends in the Diocese of 
Nashville, please know that I, 
along with all your sisters and 
brothers in East Tennessee, are 
praying for you,” Bishop Stika 
added.

Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz 
of Louisville, who was principal 
celebrant of the funeral Mass, 
first came to know Bishop 
Choby when he was bishop of 
Knoxville and Bishop Choby 
was elected administrator 
of the Nashville Diocese in 
November 2004.

Bishop Choby “truly loved 
us as fellow bishops” and was 
loved by his fellow bishops, 
Archbishop Kurtz said. “I, and 
I know many others, will miss 
Bishop Choby greatly.”

The late bishop was only the 
second native of the diocese 
to be appointed its bishop. 
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His episcopal ordination and 
installation as Nashville's 
11th bishop was Feb. 27, 
2006, at the Cathedral of the 
Incarnation, the church where 
he was baptized.

Bishop Choby presided over 
a boon in vocations to the 
priesthood during his years 
as priest, ordaining 28 men 
to the priesthood and 46 as 
permanent deacons. Bishop 
Choby was known for his close 
relationship with and love for 
the seminarians of the diocese, 
and they were prominently 
involved in his funeral.

The setting for the funeral, 
the diocese's Catholic  
Pastoral Center, reflected 
another aspect of Bishop 
Choby’s legacy. 

Under his leadership, the 
diocese purchased a former 
Protestant megachurch and 
converted it to the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, bringing 
under one roof the offices and 
ministries of the diocese, as 
well as the offices of Catholic 
Charities of Tennessee and the 
diocesan Sagrado Corazon 
Hispanic Ministry Center, which 
uses the center's 3,300-seat 
Sagrado Corazon Church.

In the congregation at the 
funeral Mass were several 
dignitaries, including Nashville 
Mayor Megan Barry, and U.S. 
Reps. Jim Cooper and Diane 
Black. The Dominican Sisters 
of St. Cecilia, the Sisters of 
Mercy, and other religious also 
were in attendance.

After the funeral, Bishop 
Choby was buried in the  
Priests Circle at the Diocese  
of Nashville’s Calvary  
Cemetery. He is the fourth 
bishop of Nashville to be  
buried at Calvary, and the 
graves of the bishops are 
encircled by the graves of 
priests of the diocese. 

On the other side
Bishop Stika ‘sends forth’ 
diocese’s newest members 
during Sending of the 
Neophytes Mass

BY BILL BREWER

 Bishop Richard F. Stika 
celebrated Pentecost on June 
4 by recognizing the 227 
catechumens and candidates 
baptized and confirmed at the 
Easter Vigil.

Bishop Stika celebrated 
Mass at the Cathedral of the 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and presided at the Sending 
of the Neophytes ceremony, 
where those who joined 
the Catholic Church in the 
Diocese of Knoxville — after 
participating in the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults 
— were formally sent into the 
community to live their faith 
through their parishes in full 
communion with the Church.

There were 64 catechumens 
and 163 candidates who joined 
the Church in East Tennessee 
at Easter.

Many of the candidates 
and catechumens who joined 
the Church represented 
the diocese’s parishes and 

missions at the Mass.
Bishop Stika began the Mass 

by recognizing two people of 
faith who recently passed away: 
Bishop David Choby of the 
Diocese of Nashville and Mark 
Grissom of St. Thérèse of Lisieux 
Parish in Cleveland. Mr. Grissom 
was in the RCIA program and 
was to join the Church at the 
Easter Vigil, but died before 
taking part in the Easter Vigil 
Mass. Mr. Grissom was a popular 
radio and TV personality in the 
Cleveland area.

“He had baptism by desire,” 
Bishop Stika said of Mr. Grissom.

Bishop Stika congratulated 
the diocese’s newest members 

on their faith formation and 
gave them a warm welcome 
from the Catholic Church of 
East Tennessee, all 51 parishes 
and missions, and all the 
diocesan institutions.

He called them a 
“spectacular class of new 
Catholics” who have a special 
place in East Tennessee Church 
history. They are the last RCIA 
class to enter the Church from 
the present Sacred Heart 
Cathedral. The 2018 class will 
come into the Church from the 
new cathedral.

The bishop noted the 
significance of sending the 
neophytes on Pentecost, 
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pointing out that Pentecost 
is significant because it 
marked Jesus' resurrection 
and appearance to the faithful 
following his crucifixion and 
ascension into heaven. At 
Pentecost, Jesus inspired the 
apostles and other believers to 
go forth and build His church.

Bishop Stika told them that 
the word Mass means to be 
sent forth, which describes the 
neophytes.

He shared words of wisdom 
with those who were newly 
baptized, new in receiving 
the holy Eucharist, and newly 
confirmed.

“Faith is being missioned, 

to be sent forth. And God 
knows that in the world in 
which we live, there is a lot of 
brokenness,” he said. “There is 
a lot of need to hear the words 
of Jesus.”

Bishop Stika said one of 
his main messages during 
confirmation season is that God 
does not want anyone to fail.

“He wants us to succeed. 
He wants us to spread the 
message. He wants us to value 
the message. He wants us 
to know Jesus, because you 
can’t teach Jesus unless you 
know Jesus. That is why being 
open to the Holy Spirit can 
transform us,” Bishop Stika 

said, noting that teaching the 
world about Jesus is now the 
neophytes’ mission.

He asked them how they will 
let themselves be instruments 
of God to help a world that is 
broken; how will they use the 
gifts God has given them to 
spread God’s message; and 
how courageous will they be in 
their new faith.

“Are you willing to help me 
help build this Church in the 
Diocese of Knoxville? … The 
constant question for you is 
when you leave this earth, will 
you leave it a better place, just 
as Bishop Choby did?” Bishop 
Stika said. “God is now giving 
you the chance.”

Sister Anna Marie McGuan, 
RSM, director of the diocesan 
Office of Christian Formation, 
called the neophytes parish by 
parish to receive a welcome 
from Bishop Stika, who 
presented each with a rosary.

The Mass and ceremony of 
Sending the Neophytes (or 
“Missioning the Neophytes”) 
takes place at the end of 
the Easter season. On the 
first Sunday of Lent, those 
who intend to receive the 
sacraments of initiation or 
enter into full communion  
with the Catholic Church,   
are sent by their parish to   
the Rite of Election.

After the Easter Vigil and 
during the seven weeks 
of the Easter season, the 
neophytes enter the period of 
mystagogy, a time of opening 
the sacramental mysteries to a 
deeper level.

Finally, at the end of the 
Easter season, the neophytes 
come to the cathedral for Mass 
celebrated by the bishop, who 
sends the neophytes back 
to their parishes to continue 
their journey of faith, continual 

conversion, and participation 
in parish life and ministry, 
especially in evangelization.

“I am grateful to God for 
allowing me to be a small part 
of the conversion process 
of our catechumens and 
candidates. It’s a tremendous 
privilege to be a part of this 
work of grace; many of these 
people are following Jesus and 
entering the Catholic Church at 
great personal cost. We have 
to be grateful that grace is so 
powerful and that the truth is 
so compelling,” Sister Anna 
Marie said, noting that the Rite 
of Election marks the period of 
intense preparation before the 
Easter Vigil, coinciding with 
the first Sunday of Lent.

“Lent is a time of purification 
and conversion, especially for 
catechumens and candidates. 
To be with them at the 
beginning of Lent and then 
be reunited with them on 
Pentecost Sunday, ‘on the other 
side,’ so to speak, was really a 
moment of joy,” she said. 

When asked if the 227 
catechumens and candidates 
entering the Church is a healthy 
sign of the Church’s growth in 
East Tennessee, Sister Anna 
Marie quoted Luke 13:23.

“This question reminds me 
of when someone asked the 
Lord if the number saved 
would be few. Of course, we 
are very glad to welcome 
so many people. But I can’t 
forget that Jesus responds 
by saying, ‘Strive to enter by 
the narrow door; for many, I 
tell you, will seek to enter and 
will not be able.’ All I can say 
is that, thanks be to God, He 
has called these people into 
His Church; may it please Him 
to keep them there, and us as 
well. May we all strive to enter 
by the narrow gate,” she said. 

local news
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Lourdes

Pilgrimage to

September 1 – 9, 2017
•

Fátima &
Lourdes

Join the Diocese of Knoxville &

•
On a Centennial Jubilee Pilgrimage

Cardinal Rigali
September 1: Depart from 
the United States on an 
overnight flight to Lisbon, 
Portugal. 
September 2: Arrive in Lis-
bon, see the birthplace of St. 
Anthony of Padua, and then 
move on to celebrate Mass at 
St. Stephen’s Church in San-

tarém, site of the Holy Miracle of the Bleeding 
Host. Make our way to Fátima!
September 3: Celebrate Mass at the Capelinha 
and tour the basilica and shrine. Visit Aljustrel 
and Valinhos and participate in the candlelight 
Rosary procession.
September 4: After Mass, visit the Atlantic coast 
and the markets of Nazaré. Spend time at Batal-
ha and see the Abbey of Alcobaça. Join in the 
evening procession. 
September 5: Head to Burgos, Spain, and see the 
Cathedral of Santa Maria de Burgos. Celebrate 
Mass at St. Stephen’s Convent. 
September 6: Visit Loyola, celebrate Mass, and 
pass over the Pyrenees on the way to Lourdes, 
arriving in time for the candlelight procession. 
September 7: Celebrate Mass and tour St. Berna-
dette’s home and the basilica. Pray the Stations 
of the Cross and have the opportunity to bathe 
in the healing waters. Participate in the candle-
light Rosary procession.
September 8: Celebrate Mass at the Basilica and 
have leisure time to pray and to explore Lourdes.
September 9: Head to the airport for the return 
flight to the United States, filled with joy and 
love for our Blessed Mother!

166 South River Rd. Suite 110, Bedford, NH 03110-6928 | 800-653-0017 | canterburypilgrimages.com | reservations@canterburypilgrimages.com

Pilgrimage Includes:

A deposit of $450.00 is required 
to hold your reservation.

† Round-trip airfare from Knoxville, TN 
† Airport taxes & surcharges
† Transportation by air-conditioned
 motor coach
† Accommodations at 4-star hotels
† Wine served with some dinners
† Breakfast & dinner daily
† Assistance of a professional tour
 manager & local guide(s) 
† Sightseeing and admissions fees
 as per itinerary 
† Daily Mass arranged along the
 pilgrimage way

Double Occupancy $3,795.00

Single Supplement $395.00

Cost per Person

(800) 653-0017

Port City of Lisbon

Fátima Children
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LA CATEDRAL DE 
NUESTRO CORAZÓN
La Santidad es una belleza 
que supera hasta la más 
hermosa catedral en el mundo

“U stedes son el campo de Dios, la 

edificación de Dios….¡Mire cada 

cual cómo construye!” (1 Corintios 3: 9,10). 

Mientras veo a los muchos trabajadores 

de la construcción trabajar diariamente 

para dar una mayor forma y un detalle 

sagrado a nuestra nueva catedral, estas 

palabras de San Pablo me vienen a la 

mente. Porque cada uno de nosotros 

por nuestro bautismo es en un templo 

de Dios. Y así como nuestra catedral 

se está construyendo más y más cada 

día, tornándose en una hermosa casa 

de Dios, también nosotros debemos de 

esforzarnos, en nuestra dignidad dada 

por Dios como imagen de Dios, a ser 

edificados y adornados, de la mejor 

manera, a su semejanza.

En nuestra era moderna, una catedral 
puede ser diseñada y construida 
relativamente en poco tiempo. Pero al 
igual que muchas de las grandes iglesias 
del mundo en la historia, el trabajo 
continúa por muchas décadas más allá de 
su dedicación. Tal será el caso después de 
la dedicación de nuestra nueva catedral el 
3 de Marzo de 2018.

Cuando el entonces Arzobispo Justin 
Rigali llegó a la Arquidiócesis de St. Louis 
en 1994 para ser instalado como su octavo 
arzobispo, él y yo recorrimos su magnífica 
basílica catedral. Mientras que el inicio 
de esta obra para esta casa de Dios tuvo 
lugar en 1907, el detallado trabajo interior 
y la instalación de sus hermosos mosaicos 
no fueron terminados hasta 1988. Los 
mosaicos mismos consisten en más de  
41.5 millones de pequeñísimos azulejos  
de vidrio y más de 7,000 ricos colores — 
 la colección más grande de mosaicos  
en el mundo.

¡Cuánto más bellamente adornados que 
una catedral deberíamos estar cada uno 
de nosotros como un templo de Dios! 

¿Somos obreros diligentes o 
descuidados del templo de Dios?   
¿Qué adorna el interior del templo de 
nuestro corazón?

El venerable Arzobispo Fulton Sheen 
una vez dijo que, “de todos los dones  
que Dios da al hombre, el que menos 
recibe de vuelta es la belleza”, porque  
la santidad es una belleza que supera 
hasta la más bella catedral del mundo.  
La santidad es la belleza y la vida de Dios 
mismo que debe irradiarse en nuestros 
corazones y en todo lo que hacemos. 
Sin importar nuestro caminar en la vida, 
cada uno de nosotros está llamado a 
crecer en santidad — para permitir que 
la gracia de Dios, Su acción, Su santidad 
reine en nosotros — para ser moldeados 
y formados más y más en lo que Él es 
— amor y belleza. La santidad es lo que 
edifica el Cuerpo  de Cristo, la iglesia.

Aquí me encuentro pensando en un 
maestro artesano a quien Dios mismo 
le confió un proyecto de construcción 
aún mayor que el Templo de Jerusalén 
que construyó el rey Salomón. Me estoy 
refiriendo a San José, un simple carpintero 
que construyó una humilde casa de 
madera y piedra para Jesús y María en 
Nazaret. Pero fue primero el hogar que 
él primero permitió que se construyera 
en su corazón, en cooperación con la 
voluntad y el buen diseño de Dios, el que 
fue el templo más magnífico para los dos 
regalos más preciosos que Dios nos dio. 
Así también, deberíamos ser con cada uno 
de nosotros.

Como nuestras iglesias, nosotros 
debemos tener un crucifijo interior al 
contemplar la pasión y muerte de Cristo 
por amor a nosotros, y eso nos 
mueve a decirle a Jesús: “Cuánto 
te cuestan mis pecados, mi Señor.” 
Este crucifijo debe aumentar 
nuestro deseo de acercarnos al 
corazón traspasado de Jesús para 
beber frecuentemente de la fuente 
de Su amor y misericordia; cuanto 
más grande sea la imagen de este 
crucifijo dentro de nosotros, más 
grande será nuestro deseo de ser 
crucificados con Cristo.

¿Está nuestro corazón forrado, 
como las paredes de nuestras iglesias, con 
las Estaciones de la Cruz que nos ayuda 
a viajar con Cristo, particularmente en 
nuestros sufrimientos, y que nos mueve 
a ser Verónicas y Simón de Cirene para 
ayudar a otros en sus luchas y con sus 
cruces en la vida?

¿Hay un púlpito donde la Palabra de 
Dios y el Santo Nombre de Jesús hacen 
eco en la catedral de nuestro corazón, 
donde cantamos salmos al Señor e 
intercedemos por las necesidades de la 
Iglesia, de la pobreza y sufrimiento en 
nuestra comunidad y en el mundo?

¿Hay un altar en el santuario de nuestro 
corazón donde hacemos la ofrenda de 
nuestro ser con Cristo, particularmente 
en el santo sacrificio de la Misa? ¿Unimos 
nuestros sufrimientos a los de Cristo por el 
amor de los demás?

¿Buscamos la ayuda de los santos, 
cuyas estatuas dentro de nuestras  
iglesias nos recuerdan que son nuestros 
ayudantes especiales en la vida? Más 
especialmente, ¿buscamos la ayuda de 
María, la Madre de Dios, y San José para 
ayudar a hacer un mejor hogar en  
nuestros corazones para Jesús?

¿La catedral de nuestro corazón 
está adornada con los mosaicos de los 
misterios de nuestra fe que ayudan a 
acercarnos a la experiencia de Cristo en 
nuestras vidas? ¿Deseamos cubrir de 
oro el tabernáculo de nuestro corazón 
con nuestras oraciones diarias, acción de 
gracias  y alabanza de Nuestro Señor y 
Salvador, Jesucristo?

¿Es nuestro corazón un lugar de 
silencio sagrado, como debe ser dentro 
de nuestras iglesias, donde Dios nos habla 
en la paz que sólo Él puede dar?  O está 
nuestro corazón lleno del ruido de las 
distracciones mundanas. ¿Hay música 
sagrada que resuena nuestra alabanza y 
acción de gracias a Dios, o está nuestro 
templo lleno con canciones del mundo?

¿Hay un confesionario en nuestro 
corazón donde hacemos un 
examen diario de conciencia que 
nos ayuda a buscar regularmente 
la gracia sanadora de la confesión 
sacramental? Porque si no sentimos 
la necesidad de reconocer y 
confesar nuestros pecados, 
entonces no tenemos la necesidad 
de un Salvador y Redentor.

Mientras ustedes se esfuerzan 
por cooperar con el buen diseño 
de Dios para ustedes como en una 
hermosa catedral, donde el cielo 

y la tierra se encuentran, sepan de mis 
fervientes oraciones por todos ustedes. 
Busquen la intercesión de la santísima 
Virgen María, ícono de la Iglesia, y de San 
José, quien nos ayuda como un carpintero 
espiritual a convertirnos en una casa de 
Dios más bella. 

Viviendo nuestra fe Católica Romana en el Este de Tennessee

OBISPO 
RICHARD F. 

STIKA,
tercer 

obispo de
Knoxville, 

Tenn.

La Cosecha
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Procedimiento de la Diócesis de Knoxville 
para reportar casos de abuso sexual

Cualquier persona que tenga conocimiento 
real o que tenga una causa razonable para 
sospechar de un incidente de abuso sexual 
debe reportar primero tal información a 
las autoridades civiles apropiadas, luego a 
la oficina del Obispo, 865.584.3307 o a la 
coordinadora diocesana de asistencia a las 
víctimas Marla Lenihan al 865.482.1388. Para 
asistencia en español durante el contacto 
inicial, favor de comunicarse con Blanca 
Primm, llamando al 865.862.5743.

¡No le des vacaciones a Dios!
Aún durante el tiempo de 
vacaciones, Dios debe estar en 
la cima de nuestras prioridades

C ada año, durante la época de 
verano, evidenciamos en nuestras 

comunidades parroquiales un fenómeno 
que, a pesar de lo común que pueda 
llegar a parecernos, no deja de ser 
lamentable: se trata de la notable 
reducción de feligreses en la asistencia 
a las Misas dominicales, a los eventos 
pastorales y de formación que se llevan a 
cabo en nuestras parroquias.

Es bien sabido que estos meses son 
considerados como el tiempo de vacaciones 
por excelencia. Muchas personas y 
familias los aprovechan para planear la 
visita a lugares turísticos, otros tantos 
para encontrarse con familiares o amigos, 
también hay quienes sólo tienen en mente 
descansar del ajetreo y de las prisas de esta 
acelerada vida moderna. Aunque disponer 
de estas merecidas pausas en nuestra rutina 
no tiene nada de malo, es necesario advertir 
sobre el error de suspender la vivencia y la 
celebración de nuestra fe; en otras palabras, 
no podemos darle vacaciones a nuestra fe y a 
nuestra vida espiritual. 

En la formación doctrinal que recibimos 
durante las catequesis de preparación para 
los Sacramentos de la iniciación cristiana 
se nos enseña acerca de la ‘obligación’ 
que como católicos tenemos todos los 
bautizados de asistir a la Misa dominical, 
así como de buscar y hacer uso de todos los 
medios espirituales que el Espíritu Santo 
ha inspirado en la Iglesia para acrecentar 
nuestra fe. Esta ‘obligación’ no debe ser 
entendida como una exigencia externa que 
Dios o la Iglesia imponen sobre nosotros, 
sino más bien como la satisfacción de una 
necesidad la cual nos ayudará a acceder a un 
bien superior. 

Así como se nos hace necesaria la 
obligación que tenemos de alimentarnos, 
de cuidar de nuestra salud, de respetar las 
normas de tránsito, de tratar a todos con 
respeto… del mismo modo debemos cuidar 
y fortalecer nuestra fe, no es una opción sino 
una necesidad a la que debemos prestarle 
atención, pues es por la fe que podemos 
mantenernos en comunión con Dios y con 
los hermanos en Su Iglesia.

“Pero sin la fe es imposible agradarle, 
pues nadie se acerca a Dios si antes no 
cree que existe y que recompensa a los 
que lo buscan” (Hebreos 11,6).

Incluso durante los meses de 
vacaciones, es esencial para 
nosotros dedicar el tiempo 
suficiente a la oración, a la 
Palabra de Dios, a las buenas 
obras, al ayuno, a la limosna, 
a la confesión sacramental y 
por supuesto, a la Santa Misa.

“Yo soy la vid, ustedes los sarmientos. 
El que permanece en mí, y yo en él, da 
mucho fruto, porque separados de mí, 
nada pueden hacer” (Juan 15,5).

Sobre la urgencia e importancia de  
la celebración eucarística para nosotros,  
el Papa Francisco incluía estas hermosas 
palabras en una de sus catequesis a los fieles 
que lo visitaban en la Plaza de San Pedro: 

“Queridos amigos, ¡no agradeceremos 
nunca suficientemente al Señor por el 
don que nos ha hecho con la Eucaristía! 
Es un don muy grande. Y por esto es 
tan importante ir a Misa el domingo, 
ir a Misa no sólo para rezar, sino para 
recibir la comunión, este Pan que es el 
Cuerpo de Jesucristo y que nos salva, nos 
perdona, nos une al Padre. ¡Es hermoso 
hacer esto! Y todos los domingos vamos a 
Misa porque es el día de la resurrección 
del Señor, por eso el domingo es tan 
importante para nosotros”.

Los invito entonces a seguir disfrutando 
su tiempo de vacaciones en familia, pero 
sin perder de vista que nuestra identidad y 
dignidad de cristianos católicos se extiende 
a los 7 días de la semana y a los 365 días 
del año, de la misma manera que el amor y 
cuidado de Dios por nosotros está sometido 
a no tener vacaciones.

“Ya que ustedes han resucitado con 
Cristo, busquen los bienes del cielo donde 
Cristo está sentado a la derecha de Dios. 
Tengan el pensamiento puesto en las 
cosas celestiales y no en las de la tierra” 

(Colosenses 3,1-2).

¡Que el Señor y la Virgen Santísima los 
bendigan y los protejan siempre! 

Taller Bíblico

“La hierba se seca, la flor se 
marchita, mas la palabra de 
nuestro Dios permanece por 

siempre” Is 40,8

Los invitamos a 
participar en un 

taller bíblico 
interactivo y 
dinámico a cargo 
del Padre Luis 
Alberto Santiago 

Marroquín de 
la Diócesis de 

Tapachula, Chiapas, 
México. El tema de 

este taller es "La Alegría de 
Ser Discípulos" haciendo 
referencia al proceso del V 
Encuentro por el cual está 
atravesando nuestra diócesis. 

Este taller bíblico es para 
adultos y jóvenes, con énfasis 
en las familias y se dará en: 

Morristown
Iglesia de St. Patrick 
Sábado 15 de Julio de 2017
De 2:30 – 7:00 P.M.
Donación $5

Knoxville
Iglesia All Saints
Domingo 16 de Julio de 2017 
De 1:30 – 6:00 P.M.
Donación $5

Chattanooga
Gimnasio de la escuela Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help 
Sábado 22 de Julio de 2017
De 9:30- 3:00 P.M.
Habrá venta de comida

¡Los esperamos!

— ArtÍculo de Padre Julian Cardona, 
párroco asociado de la Iglesia St. 
Thomas the Apostle, Lenoir City
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COVER STORY

Funeral Mass celebrated for Monsignor Xavier Mankel, 
a founder of the Diocese of Knoxville

BY BILL 
BREWER

Well done, good and faithful servant

M onsignor Francis Xavier Mankel 

was laid to rest in Calvary 

Cemetery in a manner that 

bespeaks those things closest to his heart: 

the Church, the priesthood, his parishes, 

and family.

His final gesture as a founding father 

of the Diocese of Knoxville and one of its 

senior priests was to be buried with his 

mother and father, saving one of the few, 

if not the only, remaining burial plots on 

Priest Mound in Calvary for a brother priest 

who may want or need it.

It was Monsignor Mankel’s way of bowing one last 
time to his “four families.” The retired priest died June 
21 at his family home in the Fort Sanders community 
of Knoxville following a lengthy illness. He was 81.

Bishop Richard F. Stika celebrated the funeral Mass 
for the longtime Holy Ghost Parish pastor on June 27 
at the Cathedral of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
Concelebrating the Mass were Archbishop Joseph E. 
Kurtz of Louisville, Ky., Bishop James V. Johnston of 
Kansas City-St. Joseph, Mo., and some 50 priests from 
around and outside the diocese. Also present were 
about 30 deacons and women religious.

Deacon Sean Smith, who followed in Monsignor 
Mankel’s footsteps as chancellor of the diocese and who 
considered the monsignor a close, personal adviser, 
served as deacon of the altar. Deacon Gordy Lowery, 
who serves at Holy Ghost Church, served as deacon of 
the Word.
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The homily was delivered by Monsignor Owen 
Campion, a priest of the Diocese of Nashville who 
is a retired associate publisher of Our Sunday Visitor, 
retired editor of The Priest magazine, and a longtime 
friend of Monsignor Mankel. Hundreds of people filled 
the cathedral to mourn the priest for all seasons and 
diocesan legend, and to give thanks for the 56 years he 
served the Church and the role he played in their lives. 
A memorial Mass was celebrated for Monsignor Mankel 
June 26 at Holy Ghost by pastor Father John Dowling 
with Father John Orr and Monsignor Campion 
concelebrating. Father Orr, an associate pastor for 
Monsignor Mankel at Holy Ghost, is pastor of St. 
Joseph the Worker Parish in Madisonville.

Bishop Stika expressed thanks for the many years 
of service Monsignor Mankel gave to the Church, 
community, and the Diocese of Knoxville.

Speaking to the monsignor’s immediate family sitting 
in the front pews near the pall-draped casket, Bishop 
Stika said, “Monsignor’s family is quite larger than just 
the Mankel family. In so many ways he belongs to all 
of us. So we mourn with you, and we are sad with you. 
But we rejoice that this long struggle these last years, 
especially these last months now, with his body so 
broken, is over and he now is healed, and he is in the 
presence of Jesus.”

Carefully placed on Monsignor Mankel’s casket was 
the prayer book used by his father, George Mankel 
Sr., dating to 1915. A second prayer book on the 
casket belonged to the mother of Monsignor Mankel’s 
godmother, Mary Goodyear, dating to 1900.

Members of Monsignor Mankel’s family present at 
the funeral Mass were his brother, George Mankel 
Jr., of Rockwood, nephews George W. Mankel III of 
Lexington, Ky., and Johnathan Eric Mankel and wife 
Sally of Lillington, N.C., as well as several grandnieces,  
grandnephews, great-grandnieces, and great-
grandnephews. The funeral Mass was live-streamed 
over the Internet so the monsignor’s sister, Sister Mary 
Georgeanna Mankel, RSM, of Nashville, could see it. 
She was unable to attend for health reasons.

The friendship between Monsignor Campion and 
Monsignor Mankel was apparent, with similarities 
between the men visible, even from the last pew. Both 
were ordained in the Diocese of Nashville (Monsignor 
Mankel in May 1961, Monsignor Campion in May 
1966) and served in that diocese together; both were 
taught in elementary school by women religious 
(Monsignor Mankel by the Sisters of Mercy, Monsignor 
Campion by the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia); both 
shared a love for history and the written word, and 
edited and wrote for Catholic publications (Monsignor 
Mankel for The East Tennessee Catholic, Monsignor 
Campion for the Tennessee Register, Our Sunday Visitor, 
and The Priest); they both had booming, radio-quality 
voices that carried far when delivering God’s Word; and 
both were steeped in theology and the rubrics of the 
Catholic Church. There is even a slight resemblance.

Monsignor Campion’s familiarity with his lifelong 
friend was evident in his homily.

“Catholic funeral liturgies have several purposes. 
One is to remember the deceased in a very special way; 
to remember the deceased in prayer. And so today we 
remember in prayer Monsignor Francis Xavier Mankel. 
And for those of us who knew him and loved him, 
we bless his memory and we beseech almighty God 
for mercy, realizing that, as are we all, monsignor was 
limited and imperfect in his humanity. But we also 
rejoice, as Pope Francis would remind us, that the 
merciful God forgives 70 times seven,” Monsignor 
Campion said.

“And every Catholic funeral, regardless of the identity 

COVER STORY
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of the deceased, also is about us, who survive. And 
every Catholic funeral looks ahead. And it gives us 
lessons about living our lives. So, every Catholic funeral 
presents to us the Gospel and other holy Scriptures to 
direct us along the right path,” he added.

Monsignor Campion quoted Scripture and papal 
writings from Blessed Pope Paul VI and Pope Francis 
about finding joy in life by living the life God has 
prepared for us, living a life in Christian joy and 
sharing that Christian joy.

“As I think about Father Mankel, I remember his 
humor, and I think it reflected his own perennial joy,” 
he said. In particular, he recalled a story Monsignor 
Mankel shared in one of his well-known holiday letters 
that he sent to parishioners and friends each Christmas. 
In the letter, he wrote that his sister, Sister Georgeanna, 
reported that her guitar had been stolen. Monsignor 
Mankel urged her to replace the guitar with a pipe 
organ. “Since, as he said, pipe organs make lovely 
music and rarely are they stolen,” Monsignor Campion 
said with a wide grin and drawing knowing laughs 
from the congregation.

Monsignor Mankel was an organ aficionado and 
relished any opportunity to hear or play one. In fact, 
Monsignor Mankel was a renaissance priest of sorts.

His brother shares stories of how the monsignor’s 
love of cars was an extension of his passion for all 
things mechanical, a fascination he learned at an early 
age. He was comfortable rebuilding engines or motors 
of any kind.

In his homily that blended the teachings of Jesus, 
the wisdom of holy fathers, the example of brother 
priests, and the humor of family to illustrate the life 
of Monsignor Mankel, Monsignor Campion especially 
noted his friend’s feelings for home.

“Monsignor Mankel will be laid to rest in the rich 
earth of East Tennessee upon which he first saw the 
light of day and which he loved. Today, he steps into 
the ranks of other priests whose priestly service and 
faith made them legends in East Tennessee, and he was 
so proud of them,” Monsignor Campion said. He listed 
Servant of God Father Patrick Ryan, who died in 1878 
while caring for yellow fever victims in Chattanooga; 
Father Henry Vincent Brown, who pastored during 
the construction of Immaculate Conception Church 
in downtown Knoxville amid some vociferous anti-
Catholic sentiment; Father Emmanuel Callahan, an 
early circuit-riding priest who rode horseback through 
the mountains and valleys of East Tennessee, western 
North Carolina, and Southwest Virginia spreading the 
word of God and establishing the region’s first Catholic 
churches; Monsignor Francis Dominic Grady, who 
established Knoxville Catholic High School; Monsignor 
Francis T. Sullivan and Monsignor George J. Flanigen, 
who were responsible for helping establish the Church 

True joy, true contentment, my young brothers, 
true satisfaction, genuine reward, all come 

in finding the Lord Jesus, in knowing the Lord 
Jesus, in loving him, in giving him everything, and 

in going anywhere to share Him with others.” 

– MONSIGNOR 
CAMPION “With these great priests in mind, and with 

Monsignor Mankel himself in mind, I speak now to 
the more recently ordained priests of the Diocese of 
Knoxville, and also to the junior priests of my own 
Diocese of Nashville. True joy, true contentment, my 
young brothers, true satisfaction, genuine reward, all 
come in finding the Lord Jesus, in knowing the Lord 
Jesus, in loving him, in giving him everything, and in 
going anywhere to share Him with others,” Monsignor 
Campion said.

He then added, “In the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. I go to the altar 
of God, to God who gives to my youth. We pray that 
the Lord Jesus, the high priest of Calvary, the Risen and 
the Merciful, will welcome Monsignor Mankel, joyful 
and always young in his priestly commitment, to the 
banquet of heaven.”

in Chattanooga; “those remarkable sons of Townsend,” 
Bishop Francis Shea and Monsignor Harold Shea; 
Father John Baltz, “who cared for African Americans 
in Hamilton County when the times were very much 
against him”; Father Albert Henkel, longtime pastor 
of Holy Ghost Church, “who was so dear to Father 
Mankel”; “those four wonderful sons of the Siener 
family”; and Monsignor Patrick J. Lynch and Father 
Thomas J. Lynch.
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The family theme continued throughout the funeral 
Mass, with Monsignor Mankel’s cousin, Sister Judy 
Coode, RSM, proclaiming the second reading and 
longtime friend, colleague, and caregiver Dr. Aurelia 
Montgomery proclaiming the first reading. The gifts 
were presented by Eric and Sally Mankel, Emily 
Mankel, and Mike Mankel.

During the Liturgy of the Eucharist, Monsignor 
Mankel’s brother priests joined Bishop Stika and 
the concelebrants at the cathedral altar, where the 
monsignor has been a fixture for decades.

Near the end of the funeral Mass, George Mankel 
thanked all of those who attended the Mass in love 
and thanksgiving for the monsignor. He offered a 
reflection that described an individual destined for the 
priesthood. He directed the reflection to young men in 
the congregation contemplating a priestly vocation.

“As far back as I can remember Xavier wanted to be 
a priest. Now, I’m 78, and I don’t know how far back I 
can remember, but I remember it was before I started 
school. So that is quite a while back. But he wanted 
to be a priest, nothing else. But more important, he 

wanted to be a good priest. 
I really believe he was. And 
I believe if you follow his 
example, those of you who are 
contemplating the priesthood, 
and Lord knows we need you, 
you will make a good priest.  
May God bless all of us.  
Thank you,” Mr. Mankel said.

One of those young men 
who followed Monsignor 
Mankel’s example was James 
Vann Johnston, who served 
the Diocese of Knoxville as 
an associate priest, pastor, 

chancellor, and moderator of the curia from   
1990-2008.

Now Bishop Johnston, he remembers as a boy 
attending Holy Ghost Church with his family, when 
Father Henkel was the pastor and Father Mankel was 
the associate pastor.

“He (Father Mankel) was my principal at Knoxville 
Catholic High School for four years, so he influenced 
my life there. And then when I came back (from 
seminary), I served with him at the Chancery for many 
years and lived with him at Holy Ghost as his resident 
associate for about five years, so he’s been a part of 
my life, really, as far back as I can remember,” Bishop 
Johnston said.

“He has had such an impact on me and my family 
members; not only me, but on many other people in 
East Tennessee and beyond,” the Kansas City bishop 
said, recalling the personality traits of Monsignor 
Mankel that left an indelible mark on him. “I always 
loved his humor. And he always sort of impressed upon 
me the importance of trying to do things well, to be 
excellent at what you did, and to be responsible. He 
had high standards, and it’s good to have someone to 
hold you to that. He was very helpful to me. I always 
respected him and knew he kept high standards, so it 
sort of raised everybody’s game.”

Monsignor Mankel left similar impressions on 
countless others he encountered during his priesthood.

The longtime diocesan vicar general died a year 
before the 30th anniversary of the diocese he helped 
establish and eight months shy of the dedication of 
the new Cathedral of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
a project he promoted since the earliest days of the 
diocese. And he likely will be one of the last, if not 
the last, priests to have a funeral Mass celebrated at 
the present cathedral, where he served as pastor from 
1987-1997.

Over the course of his priesthood, he was considered 
many things by many people – a founding father, a 
priest’s priest, a historian, a mechanic, a musician, 
an accumulator, writer, theologian, adviser, planner, 
teacher, and preacher.

But those who knew him well say he also could be 
called giving, loving, generous, big-hearted (and hard-
hearted on occasion), witty, thoughtful, disciplined, 
tough, demanding, cantankerous, hard-working, 
foresighted, faithful, and friend.

Many agree he was a priest for the ages.
In his eulogy for Monsignor Mankel, Bishop Stika 

pointed out that inscribed above the tomb of President 
Abraham Lincoln in Springfield, Ill., are the words, 
“Now he belongs to the ages.”

“In many ways, Xavier does, too. Monsignor 
Campion talked about some of the great legends of 
the Diocese of Knoxville, of Nashville. It depends on 
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where you start. I’m thinking of people like Monsignor 
(Philip) Thoni, Monsignor George Schmidt, and Father 
Joe Campbell. Each and every one of those priests is a 
component of who we are as the Church. They bring 
us the sacraments, and they forgive us our sins in 
the name of the Church, and do all those wonderful 
things. Monsignor Mankel was so proud to be a priest 
of the Diocese of Nashville and his service in that part 
of the state as well as in the most beautiful part of the 
state, the Diocese of Knoxville,” Bishop Stika said. 
“The stories about him will be legendary. I’m sure his 
classmates and friends, some of whom are honorary 
pallbearers, can remind us of some of those stories.”

Bishop Stika recalled that Monsignor Mankel 
once told him about a project to electrify the bells at 
Immaculate Conception Church, his home parish, 
where he designed a device using a washing machine 
motor to ring the bells that continued working for 
years. Father David Boettner, rector of the cathedral and 
a vicar general along with Monsignor Mankel, related 
a story to Bishop Stika about how the monsignor was 
looking to move a piano at Knoxville Catholic High 
School. In order to move it, and without movers to 
assist, he wrapped ropes around the piano, harnessed 
them to his back, then proceeded to move the piano.

Archbishop Kurtz, who gave the final commendation 
for Monsignor Mankel, held the monsignor in high 
regard. Monsignor Mankel served as a pastor, vicar 
general, and adviser to Archbishop Kurtz while he 
served as the diocese’s second bishop from 1999-2007.

“I have to say Monsignor Mankel was a priest’s priest. 
When his brother, George, said at the end of the Mass 
that he always wanted to be a priest, that came through 
in the life of Monsignor Mankel. There was an ease at 
which he simply embodied what a priest ought to be. 
He was the first priest I talked to when I came here as 
bishop 18 years ago, and on that occasion, I visited him 
at his rectory at Holy Ghost and immediately I felt at 
home,” Archbishop Kurtz said.

The archbishop noted that he used to joke with 
Monsignor Mankel about driving to Nashville for 
meetings of the Catholic Public Policy Commission.

“Those three-and-a-half hours that we spent 
back and forth, we just filled them up with great 
conversation. He and I would say, ‘Well it’s about time 
for another trip to Nashville,’” Archbishop Kurtz said. 
“I just enjoyed his company and presence. I can’t tell 
you enough about what a Churchman he was, and I 
think his effect will live long beyond these days. I think 
people will begin to feel that presence and that effect 
that he has had at being such a lover of Jesus and a 
lover of the people he served.”

Similarly, Bishop Stika has spent the past eight 
years working closely with Monsignor Mankel, who 
also served the bishop as a diocesan consultor, on the 

Presbyteral Council, the diocesan Finance Council, 
and as columnist and peer reviewer for diocesan 
publications The East Tennessee Catholic newspaper and 
The East Tennessee Catholic Magazine.

“I know I’ll miss him because his stories helped 
me, as someone who came to this diocese from St. 
Louis, to identify with the vast and rich history of the 
Catholic Church in East Tennessee and the Knoxville 
community,” Bishop Stika said. “He will be missed, 
but he does belong to the ages. To the Mankel family, 
he belongs to you in a very special way, because the 
bloodline continues. And the stories will continue. And 
as part of the Church triumphant, he will continue to  
pray for us.”

The bishop remarked that it is sad Monsignor 
Mankel will not see the finished cathedral, a project the 
Knoxville priest looked forward to seeing since Sept. 8, 
1988, when the diocese was formed.

“He told me that right after he first met with Bishop 
(Anthony J.) O’Connell, the founding bishop, he 
wanted to know when they could begin building a 
cathedral. And OC said, ‘We must first build a diocese.’ 
A number of years ago, he brought it up to Bishop 
Kurtz, who said we must first fortify the diocese. I 
guess I was the most gullible, because he talked to me 
and now we are building a cathedral to the glory of 
God,” Bishop Stika recalled.

“So, Monsignor, I ask for your continued prayers 
now as an intercessor before the Blessed Mother and 
Jesus, the High Priest, to the Father for this diocese, 
that we may continue to blossom because of the giants 
who have served our Church, one of which you are. 
And that we might always give praise and thanks to 
almighty God for your 50-plus years of priesthood 
and service to the Catholic Church in East Tennessee. 
Monsignor, rest in peace. Your reward is great because 
you are a true and faithful servant,” Bishop Stika 
concluded. 
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Long before he became an institution in the  
Diocese of Knoxville and a legend in its history, Francis 
Xavier Mankel was one of three children born to a 
mixed-faith couple who lived in the Fort Sanders 
community of Knoxville.

He was born Nov. 8, 1935, at St. Mary’s Memorial 
Hospital to George Whitehead and Willia Frances 
Duncan Mankel. Mr. Mankel was a display advertising 
salesman for the Knoxville News Sentinel from 1922  
to 1971, and Mrs. Mankel was a schoolteacher, nurse,  
and housewife.

Xavier Mankel was baptized Dec. 1, 1935, at 
Immaculate Conception Church in downtown Knoxville 
by Monsignor Francis Dominic Grady and received his 
first Holy Communion in May 1942. He was confirmed 
Dec. 19, 1943, at Immaculate Conception by Bishop 
William L. Adrian. He attended the old St. Mary School 
next to IC, graduating in 1949, as well as Knoxville 
Catholic High School, where it was then located on 
Magnolia Avenue. His teachers at KCHS included phys-
ed instructor Father Philip Thoni, who would go on to 
serve in the future Diocese of Knoxville for many years. 
In fact, Father Thoni and Father Mankel would go on to 
serve as monsignors together in the diocese.

Young Xavier Mankel graduated from KCHS in May 
1953 as salutatorian of his class. He went to St. Ambrose 
College in Davenport, Iowa, for his collegiate studies 
and earned a bachelor of arts degree in philosophy 
there in 1957, graduating as salutatorian. He studied 

About Monsignor Francis Xavier Mankel
theology at St. Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore and was 
ordained to the diaconate Sept. 22, 1960, by Auxiliary 
Bishop Jerome Aloysius Daugherty Sebastian. He 
earned a Licentiate of Sacred Theology from St. Mary’s, 
graduating magna cum laude in 1961.

Xavier Mankel was ordained a priest May 27, 1961, at 
the Cathedral of the Incarnation in Nashville by Bishop 
Adrian. He celebrated his first Mass the next day at 
Immaculate Conception.

His first assignment was as an associate pastor at St. 
John Church in Memphis. Later that summer, he became 
an associate pastor at Our Lady of Fatima in Alcoa and 
also took on an assignment as a professor at Knoxville 
Catholic High School. In August 1962, he was named an 
associate at Holy Ghost in Knoxville while continuing at 
KCHS. In 1964 he earned a master’s degree in education, 
focusing on school administration and supervision, from 
Loyola University of Baltimore.

He also studied at the University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville in the summers of 1962 and 1978, at the 
Institut Catholique in Paris in summer 1965, and at 
Creighton University in Omaha in summer 1968.

On June 15, 1967, Father Mankel was appointed 
principal of KCHS on Magnolia Avenue and an 
associate pastor of IC. In 1970 he was named acting 
superintendent of schools for the Knoxville area. In 1972 
he became the director of religious education for the 
Knoxville Deanery. One year later, he was appointed 
associate pastor of Holy Ghost again. In summer 1973, 
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he also served as administrator of John 
XXIII University Parish on the University 
of Tennessee campus. He had become 
a Diocesan Consultor in 1971 and was 
named priest director of charismatic 
prayer groups in the Knoxville Deanery 
in 1976. He served as a supply priest for 
St. Mary in Gatlinburg from 1972 to 1979.

He served as moderator for the Junior 
Club of Catholic Women in Knoxville 
from 1964 to 1975. From 1970 to 1990 
he served as chaplain for Knights of 
Columbus councils 645, 2246, 8781, and 
5207 and as chaplain for Fourth Degree 
Monsignor Louis Kempheus and Monsignor Francis 
Grady assemblies.

In July 1979, Father Mankel left KCHS and Holy Ghost, 
as he was appointed pastor of Sacred Heart Church in 
Lawrenceburg and was named chair of the Diocese of 
Nashville Liturgical Commission. He would also chair 
the Senate of Priests and serve on the Deanery Priests’ 
Association.

Father Mankel served as moderator of the Diocese of 
Nashville Council of Catholic Women from 1981 to 1988 
and would do the same for the Knoxville Diocesan CCW 
beginning in 1988 and continuing for many years.

He was diocesan vicar for education from 1981 to  
1987 and episcopal vicar for the Knoxville Deanery  
from 1987-89.

He left Lawrenceburg in 1984 to become pastor of 
St. John Neumann in Farragut, where he remained until 
1987, when he was appointed pastor of Sacred Heart 
Church in Knoxville. Sacred Heart became the cathedral 
parish of the new Diocese of Knoxville in 1988, and 
Father Mankel remained its pastor until 1997.

For the new diocese, Father Mankel would serve 
as vicar general from 1988 until his death, and in the 
diocese’s early years he took on the roles of chancellor, 
superintendent of schools, moderator of the curia, and 
moderator of the Propagation of the Faith.

He also was a member of the Knoxville 
chapter of the American Guild of 
Organists and a charter member in 
Tennessee of the National Association 
of Pastoral Musicians. He was active in 
the Knoxville Ministerial and Concord-
Farragut Ministerial associations. Father 
Mankel served as state chaplain for the 
Knights of Columbus, as a member of 
the Presbyteral Council for the dioceses 
of Nashville and Knoxville, and as a judge 
on the Diocesan Tribunal. He was a 
member of the board of directors of the 
Diocese of Nashville’s newspaper, the 
Tennessee Register.

In 1997, Father Mankel was appointed 

pastor of Holy Ghost Parish, succeeding 
Father Albert Henkel, who had served 
in the role for 38 years until his death in 
December 1996.

In 2001, Holy Ghost celebrated both its 
75th anniversary and the 40th anniversary 
of Father Mankel’s priestly ordination.

Father Mankel was “a true spiritual 
soldier for the Lord in the fullest sense 
of that term” and had an “unmatched” 
knowledge of the Church in East 
Tennessee, said then-Holy Ghost associate 
pastor Father James V. Johnston, now the 
bishop of Kansas City-St. Joseph, Mo., at 

the 40th-anniversary celebration.
In 2006, Father Mankel told The East Tennessee 

Catholic that he was most thankful for “being in a 
presbyterate that is a family of brothers.” He said he was 
inspired to become a priest by “my daddy, with his love 
for the Church and the priesthood, and the Sisters of 
Mercy, who taught me in grades one through 12.” Father 
Mankel’s father had been in the seminary at one time.

Also in 2006, Father Mankel and Father Thoni were 
elevated to the rank of monsignor.

In 2009, the Diocese of Knoxville Chancery staff, led 
by Bishop Stika, named the chancery’s main conference 
room for Monsignor Mankel in recognition for his 
decades of service to the diocese and for being a 
founder of the diocese when it was formed in 1988.

Monsignor Mankel was widely known as a stickler 
for details and church decorum. He often brought 
his renowned knowledge of Church theology to his 
homilies and his everyday practice of the faith.

His knowledge of history went far beyond the Catholic 
Church and extended to the city of Knoxville, East 
Tennessee, and the rest of the state of Tennessee. His 
institutional knowledge of area geography and socio-
political happenings also was unmatched.

“I always enjoyed spending time with him,” Bishop 
Richard F. Stika said. “I could bring up 
any name in the diocese, and sometimes 
any Catholic name in all of Tennessee, 
and he would say, ‘I knew his mommy, 
and I knew his daddy, and his daddy was 
related to ...’ and he would go through the 
whole family tree. He was just a wealth of 
knowledge of the Catholic Church of East 
Tennessee.”

Monsignor Mankel, who was regarded 
for his educational pursuits and proud 
of his time as a teacher, principal, and 
superintendent in Diocese of Knoxville 
schools, often spoke fondly and with 
great respect for the Sisters of Mercy who 
taught him at St. Mary School and KCHS, 
crediting them for his formation as an 
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“excellent” student and as a “good and 
faithful servant” in the priesthood.

Many people who got to know the 
monsignor, from former students to 
colleagues and parishioners, often share 
stories of their favorite “Mankel-isms.” He 
was not shy about preaching the pitfalls 
of banging kneelers and about improper 
sacramental practices like making the sign 
of the cross unnecessarily (or saying the 
sign of the cross with too many or too 
few words) and genuflecting at the wrong 
time. He was a staunch defender of the 
rubrics, the rules governing the celebration 
of the Mass, and could recite them, 
paragraph, chapter, and verse, by memory. And he was 
more fond of collecting than throwing out.

“He wouldn’t throw anything away. He always said, 
‘Somebody else can use it,’” said Monsignor Mankel’s 
brother, George W. Mankel Jr.

On a more personal level, and behind the scenes, 
Monsignor Mankel was known to give a hand up to 
people in need. And he did so to people within the 
Church as well as in the greater community.

“He wouldn’t let you know a whole lot. But whenever 
someone needed help, he would help them any way 
he could, including from his own personal funds,” said 
Dr. Aurelia Montgomery, retired Diocese of Knoxville 
educator and schools superintendent who worked 
closely with Monsignor Mankel for years.

“Only the Lord would know, because he certainly 
wouldn’t tell it. He did so much good for so many 
people. He lived that part of the Gospel that says, 
‘When you give to someone in need, do not let your left 
hand know what your right hand is doing.

“He could be gruff at times, but he was so wonderful 
to so many people. Since his death, I’ve had a number 
of people tell me how he helped them,” Dr. Montgomery 
noted, adding that Monsignor Mankel suffered from 
a number of serious health issues in his adulthood, 
including cancer and dangerous allergies, as well as a 
debilitating stroke late in life. “I learned a tremendous 
lesson in humility and patience and acceptance in 
these last few months of monsignor’s life. He never 
complained of anything he had to go through, even 
with the stroke affecting his speech and motion.

“Monsignor was a proud man, not haughty proud, 
but proud as the temple of the Holy Spirit. But when he 
could no longer do for himself, he was so gracious.”

Monsignor Mankel was known in Knoxville-area 
ministerial and civic organizations for his ecumenism 
and spirit of civic bonhomie.

In January, the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Commemorative Commission in Knoxville, with which 
Monsignor Mankel worked for years representing the 

diocese, honored Monsignor Mankel with 
its Chair’s Award for his service to the 
commission and for upholding the ideals 
of Dr. King.

Mr. Mankel said the monsignor was 
devoted to his family, both his Church 
family and his immediate family. “He 
loved Mother and Daddy, his brother and 
sister [Sister Georgeanna Mankel, RSM], 
and he thought his nieces and nephews 
hung the moon.”

Mr. Mankel said in addition to the 
Catholic Church, his brother had a 
passion for cars, anything mechanical, 

music, and the written word. “At age 10, he was shifting 
the gears on my dad’s ’35 Oldsmobile. And in 1959, 
he personally restored the clock in the clock tower at 
Immaculate Conception Church. He would take a motor 
apart and put it back together, the transmission or the 
rear end, it didn’t matter. There’s nothing he couldn’t do 
mechanically.”

Monsignor Mankel, who played the organ, also oversaw 
the restoration of the church bells at Holy Ghost.

On May 27, 2011, Monsignor Mankel celebrated 
his golden jubilee in the priesthood with a Mass of 
thanksgiving at Holy Ghost. Bishop Stika presided, and 
Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Ky., also the 
Diocese of Knoxville’s shepherd from 1999 to 2007, 
delivered the homily. Also concelebrating were three 
of Monsignor Mankel’s good friends, Monsignor Owen 
Campion, associate publisher of Our Sunday Visitor and 
a former Holy Ghost associate pastor; Abbot Cletus 
Meagher, OSB, of St. Bernard Abbey in Cullman, Ala., 
and a native of Cleveland, Tenn.; and Father George 
Schmidt, rector of the Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul in 
Chattanooga and a future monsignor himself.

At the dinner following Mass, Monsignor Mankel said 
there were too many people to thank for the celebration.

“This has been a wonderful experience, not only 
for me personally but also I hope for you, who have 
done so much to bring it to fruition,” he said. “Some 
wonderful things have been said, and I feel very much 
like a mirror, reflecting your goodness, reflecting your 
ability to work together, reflecting your ability to make 
things happen.”

In 2014, Monsignor Mankel retired at age 78 after 53 
years of service as a priest, but he continued as vicar 
general and became the diocese’s historical archivist.

Monsignor Mankel closed the 50th-anniversary dinner 
by addressing a question he often hears.

“People ask me frequently, what’s your greatest joy as 
a priest, and I would say without hesitation, celebrating 
the holy sacrifice of the Mass because that brings Jesus 
to the world,” he said. “It’s so important that we make 
the Real Presence real in the life of the Church.” 
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YOUR STORY
ORDINATION

Bishop Stika told Father Floersh that his prayer for 
the new priest is that, someday, the chalice used by 
Father Floersh will be held aloft during a future priest’s 
ordination Mass and Father Floersh will be cited as a 
good and faithful servant of God in the company of 
Monsignor Philip Thoni and Monsignor Xavier Mankel.

The monsignors were singled out as good examples 
of priestly service for all young priests to model.

Bishop Stika said that at the ordination Mass last 
year for Father Adam Royal, he used the chalice of 
Monsignor Thoni, a diocesan priest who died in 2015, 
as a way to celebrate the lifelong servant of God, to 

Father Christopher Floersh ordained 
to the priesthood by Bishop Stika

A  chosen  vessel
   unto  me

It
started with a chalice decades ago.

And it did so again June 3 at the Cathedral of the 

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, where Bishop Richard F. 

Stika presided at the ordination Mass for Father Christopher 

Floersh, the 52nd priest ordained in the Diocese of Knoxville 

and the 17th priest ordained by Bishop Stika.

In celebrating the ordination Mass, Bishop Stika invoked 

the vocations of two monsignors who have served the 

Diocese of Knoxville with distinction.

celebrate the priesthood, and, above all, to celebrate the 
flesh and blood of Jesus Christ.

And for Father Floersh’s ordination, Bishop Stika  
said he wanted to continue the practice by using  
the chalice of Monsignor Mankel, who passed away 
June 21. Monsignor Mankel’s parents, George and 
Willia Mankel, gave him the chalice on his ordination 
to the priesthood in May 1961.

“This chalice is very precious,” Bishop Stika told 
Father Floersh. “Possibly for the first time, Monsignor 
Mankel is not with us. He is a good and faithful servant 
of God who loves the priesthood, as we all do. We are 
people who love the priesthood. We are just like you.

“We are characters, and we have personalities, and we 
have flaws, and we have gifts, and we have joys. So, in 
a very special way, it’s a nice tradition for the ordination 
of a priest to use something from someone who is 
being called home to God to celebrate the priesthood,” 
Bishop Stika added. “To be of service to God’s people is 
a blessing and a cross, a challenge and a joy.”

Bishop Stika instructed the 33-year-old ordinand to 
pray for God’s people and to serve God’s people.

More than 30 priests concelebrated the Mass, 
including Father David Boettner, cathedral rector; Father 
John Boeglin, pastor of Holy Family Parish in Jasper, 
Ind.; and diocesan deans Father Ron Franco, CSP, Father 
Michael Cummins, and Father Doug Owens.

Masters of ceremonies were Father Joe Reed, 
associate pastor of the Cathedral of the Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus; Father David Carter, rector of the 
Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul; Father Arthur Torres, 
associate pastor of Sacred Heart Cathedral; and Deacon 
Gary Brinkworth, who serves at St. Stephen Church. 
Diocesan Chancellor Deacon Sean Smith was deacon of 
the Word, and Deacon Hicks Armor, who serves at the 
basilica, was deacon of the Eucharist.

Also in attendance were Sister Kateri Visocky, 
FSE, associate director of pastoral formation at St. 
Meinrad School of Theology, where Father Floersh 
attended seminary, and members of several religious 
communities, including the Religious Sisters of Mercy, 
Missionary Congregation of the Evangelizing Sisters of 
Mary, Dominican Sisters, and Sisters of St. Francis of 
the Martyr St. George.

Before the homily, then-Deacon Floersh was called 
forward by Deacon Smith. Deacon Floersh approached 
Bishop Stika and made a sign of reverence. Bishop 
Stika then asked Father Reed, also diocesan director of 
vocations, if Deacon Floersh was worthy of ordination.

“After inquiry among the Christian people and upon 
the recommendation of those responsible, I testify that 
he has been found worthy,” Father Reed responded.

In the election by the bishop and assent of the 
people, Bishop Stika then declared, “Relying on the 
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help of the Lord God and our savior, Jesus Christ,  
we choose this, our brother Christopher, for the  
order of the priesthood.”

The congregation responded, “Thanks be to 
God,” and the concelebrating priests then led the 
congregation in applause for Father Floersh.

As Bishop Stika began his homily, he said that in 
the years since his ordination, he has never used the 
homily from the Rites of Ordination, but he wanted  
to share its wisdom with the newest ordinand.

“It’s beautiful, and Christopher, I address it to you. 
And I address it to all my brothers and sisters and 
all the thousands that you represent in the Catholic 
Church of East Tennessee and throughout the  
country,” Bishop Stika said.

“Beloved brothers and sisters: Because this, our 
son, Christopher, who is your relative and friend, is 
now to be advanced to the order of priests, consider 
carefully the nature of the rank in the Church to which 
he is about to be raised. It is true that God has made 
His entire holy people a royal priesthood in Christ. 
Nevertheless, our great priest himself, Jesus Christ, 
chose Christopher and disciples before him to carry 
out publicly His name, and on behalf of mankind, a 

priestly office in the Church,” Bishop Stika said.
“For Christ was sent by the Father, and He in turn 

sent the apostles into the world, so that through them 
and their successors, the bishops, He might continue 
to exercise His office of teacher, priest, and shepherd. 
Indeed, priests are established co-workers of the order 
of bishops, with whom they are joined in the priestly 
office and with whom they are called to the service of 
the people of God,” the bishop added.

Bishop Stika then continued, “After mature 
deliberation, this, our brother Chris — Christ’s mirror 
— is now to be ordained to the priesthood of Jesus 
Christ in the order of the presbyterate so as to serve 
Jesus, the teacher, priest, and shepherd, by whose 
ministry His body, that is the Church, is built and grows 
into the people of God, who is indeed a holy temple.

“In being configured to Christ, the eternal high 
priest, and joined to the priesthood of the bishops, he 
will be consecrated this day as a true priest of the New 
Testament, to preach the Gospel, to shepherd God’s 
people, and to celebrate the sacred liturgy, especially 
the Lord’s sacrifice of the Mass.”

Bishop Stika emphasized to Father Floersh, in 
reciting the Rites of Ordination, that while united with 
the bishop and subject to him, Father Floersh must 
strive to bring the faithful together into one family, 
so that he can lead them to God the Father, through 
Christ in the Holy Spirit.

“Keep always before your eyes the example of the 
Good Shepherd, Jesus, who came not to be served,  
but to serve; who came not to be served, but to serve; 
who came not to be served, but to serve. Get the point!  
And who came to seek out and save what was lost.  
I can repeat that three times, too, but remember it also,” 
the bishop said.

Bishop Stika noted how appropriate it was for 
Father Floersh to be ordained on Pentecost weekend, 
commemorating when Jesus descended and appeared 
to the disciples and others, “the infusion of the Holy 
Spirit, which, once again, you will receive with the 
laying on of hands.

“What a joyful time. And in those moments of great 
joy, celebrate with your family, who are with you today, 
but now you are included in a larger family, the family 
of the Catholic Church of East Tennessee, a beautiful 
place high atop the mountains that shines forth, like, 
God willing, the cathedral next year when it is lit up.”

Bishop Stika then pointed to the priests in attendance 
and told Father Floersh that he now is part of a family 
of priests, to whom he can turn when he needs to.

“Pray for your brother priests and your brother 
deacons. Pray for each other. God calls each and every 
one of us to be His ministers, to be His disciples, to 
be His apostles in extraordinary ways but also in the 
mundane activities of life.
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“Be a good priest. What does that mean? It means  
be yourself.”

Bishop Stika reassured Father Floersh that God 
does not want him or anyone to fail. “He doesn’t 
want you to fail in your priesthood. He does not want 
you to fail in your life. He doesn’t want you to fail in 
your commitment. He gives each and every one of us 
everything that we need through grace and orders to 
build His kingdom.”

Bishop Stika thanked Father Floersh’s parents for 
naming him “Christ bearer.”

Bishop Stika wished Father Floersh well as the new 
priest prepares for his first assignment, in Chattanooga 
as chaplain and religion teacher at Notre Dame High 
School and part-time parochial vicar of St. Stephen 
Parish, where he will be in residence. Father Floersh 
also will be chaplain of the Serra Club of Chattanooga.

“Christopher, as you go forth from this day, and 
as you prepare to help form young men and women 
in high school and to serve the good people of St. 
Stephen, I pray that, someday, my successor down the 
line might hold up your chalice that we bless here at 
the end of Mass and that bishop will say to the newly 
ordained, ‘Be like Christopher, for he gave his life in 
service of the Church. Be like Christopher, the Christ 
bearer.’ If they do that, then you will have lived a life of 
service to the good people of God in East Tennessee,” 
Bishop Stika said.

“So, I welcome you as a brother deacon and as 
a brother priest as we work together, as brothers, 
proclaiming Jesus and teaching the faith to God’s 
people,” he added.

Following the homily, the bishop received several 
promises from the elect, including the ordinand’s 
“resolve to exercise the ministry of the Word worthily 
and wisely, preaching the Gospel, and teaching the 
Catholic faith” and his “resolve, with the help of the 
Holy Spirit, to discharge without fail the office of 
priesthood in the presbyteral rank, as worthy fellow 
workers with the order of bishops in caring for the 
Lord’s flock.”

In the Litany of Supplication, Father Floersh  
lay prostrate in front of the altar as the Litany of  

the Saints was sung. The gifts of the Holy Spirit  
were then conferred on him through the laying 
on of hands by Bishop Stika and the prayer of  
ordination. The concelebrating priests then laid  
hands on Father Floersh.

As the newly ordained, Father Floersh was vested 
in a stole and chasuble, with the assistance of Father 
Michael Hendershott, diocesan assistant director of 
vocations. Bishop Stika then anointed Father Floersh’s 
palms, saying, “The Lord Jesus Christ, whom the Father 
anointed with the Holy Spirit, guard and preserve you, 
that you may sanctify the Christian people and offer 
sacrifices to God.”

After the gifts were brought to Bishop Stika,  
the bishop and all the priests gave a kiss of peace  
to the ordinand.

Bishop Stika concluded the ordination Mass by 
blessing the chalice Father Floersh’s parents, Frank 
and Rita Floersh, gave as a gift for the diocese’s newest 
member of the clergy to begin his priesthood.

The diocese’s newest priest said it was exciting to 
now be called Father Floersh, and noted that he has 
been discerning a vocation in the priesthood for years.

He celebrated his first Mass June 4 at St. John 
Neumann.

Following the ordination Mass, Father Floersh’s 
parents said their son showed an early connection to 
the priesthood.

“My father saw it when Chris was little,” Mr. Floersh 
said, noting that two relatives were Catholic priests. 
Father John Floersh was ordained a bishop at age 35 
and also served as archbishop of the Archdiocese  
of Louisville before his death in 1968. And Father 
Phillip Floersh was a Green Beret in Vietnam before 
joining the Vincentian Order of priests. He recently  
passed away.

“My father, brother, and Father Phillip would really 
liked to have been here,” Mr. Floersh said, praising 
his wife for her influence on the newest priest in the 
family. “It takes a mother to raise a priest. Chris and his 
mother are very close. And while Chris will always be 
our son, he says he now belongs to God and the holy 
community.”

Mr. and Mrs. Floersh, who also are parents of two 
daughters and another son, credited Monsignor Mankel 
and Monsignor Patrick Garrity, pastor of the Floershs’ 
home parish, St. John Neumann in Farragut, for their 
influence on Father Floersh.

After they presented their son with his first chalice 
and as Father Floersh was giving his first blessings 
to the faithful in the Sacred Heart Cathedral School 
gymnasium, Mrs. Floersh said, “Now it’s my time to 
give back to the Church that has given us so much. 
I’ve not lost a son; I’ve gained the blessing of the  
Holy Spirit.” 
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